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YELTSIN TO TAKE CONTROL OF FOREIGN POLICY. Sergei Medvedev, Boris Yeltsin's 
spokesman, said in New York on Sunday that the Russian president will take personal control of 
Russia's foreign policy. "The president thinks it necessary to coordinate all foreign policy activities 
himself," he said. Medvedev said that Yeltsin would name a deputy to Foreign Minister Kozyrev to 
help coordinate the ministry's work on Yeltsin's behalf. 


ESTONIAN COALITION REPORTED. ltar-Tass reports that Estonian political parties agreed on 
Sunday to form a new coalition government to replace the one which collapsed 11 days ago over a 
bugging scandal. It said the coalition, led by the Coalition Party of Tiit Vaehi who was reappointed 
Prime Minister five days ago, would have 60 deputies in the 101-seat parliament. 


LITHUANIAN PUBLISHER PRINTS BELARUS OPPOSITION DAILY. In an effort to evade actual 
and threatened restriction by the Belarus government, the opposition press is arranging printing 
facilities in Lithuania. The Belarus opposition newspaper, Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta, is being 
printed in Vilnius by the Lietuvos Rytas publishing house, which belongs to Lithuania's leading daily 
newspaper. The same publishers have’ reportedly agreed to also print the BDG4s weekly 
supplement Imya. Last month another Vilnius publishing house began printing the Minsk political 
and economic weekly Belorusskaya Gazeta, whose editors sought this arrangement anticipating 
possible restrictions from the Belarus authorities in connection with the upcoming electoral 
campaign. 


These newspapers moved their printing operations to Lithuania after Belarus president Aleksandr 
Lukashenko forbade state printing firms from concluding contracts with independent publications 
hot approved by a presidential body responsible for mass media oversight. The newspapers are 
now seeking to create their own distribution channels in Belarus, not wishing to depend on the 
Soviet-era relic Belsoyuzpechat, the monopoly state distributor. (16) 


RUSSIAN BALTIC-INVASION DOCUMENT UNVEILED. The Moscow daily Segodnya published 
October 20 a recent study by the Moscow-based Institute for Defense Studies regarding a possible 
Russian military invasion of the Baltic states. Parts of that document had been widely cited in the 
Russian press in the context of possible Russian countermeasures to NATO's enlargement. The 
document, it turns out, also envisages military measures against the Baltic states in response to 
alleged mafia rule and discrimination against ethnic Russians. According to the document, Russian 
measures could include helping local Russians to set up parallel organs of power and paramilitary 
units; sending Russian troops to help them upon request; capturing Baltic leaders, and annexing 
territory to Russia and Belarus. These scenarios are discussed apart from Russian military moves 
to preempt the Baltic states' possible accession to NATO. The document does not appear to bear a 
Defense Ministry imprint or to constitute a "new military doctrine" as has been widely suggested. 


